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UNIT III: BRITISH LITERATURE
POETRY
PARADISE LOST-JOHN MILTON
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John Milton was born on December 9, 1608, in London. Milton’s father was a

prosperous merchant, despite the fact that he had been disowned by his family when he
converted from Catholicism to Protestantism. Milton excelled in school, and went on to
study privately in his twenties and thirties. In 1638 he made a trip to Italy, studying in

Florence, Siena, and Rome, but felt obliged to return home upon the outbreak of civil
war in England, in 1639. Upon his return from Italy, he began planning an epic poem,
the first ever written in English.
These plans were delayed by his marriage to Mary Powell and her subsequent
desertion of him. In reaction to these events, Milton wrote a series of pamphlets calling
for more leniency in the church’s position on divorce. His argument brought him both
greater publicity and angry criticism from the religious establishment in England. When
the Second Civil War ended in 1648, with King Charles dethroned and executed, Milton
welcomed the new parliament and wrote pamphlets in its support. After serving for a
few years in a civil position, he retired briefly to his house in Westminster because his
eyesight was failing. By 1652 he was completely blind.
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Despite his disability, Milton reentered civil service under the protectorate of
Oliver Cromwell, the military general who ruled the British Isles from 1653 to 1658.
Two years after Cromwell’s death, Milton’s worst fears were realized—the Restoration
brought Charles II back to the throne, and the poet had to go into hiding to escape
execution. However, he had already begun work on the great English epic which he had
planned so long before: Paradise Lost. Now he had the opportunity to work on it in
earnest. It was published in 1667, a year after the Great Fire of London. The greatness of
Milton’s epic was immediately recognized, and the admiring comments of the respected
poets John Dryden and Andrew Marvell helped restore Milton to favor. He spent the
ensuing years at his residence in Bunhill, still writing prolifically. Milton died at home
on November 8, 1674. By all accounts, Milton led a studious and quiet life from his
youth up until his death.
Character List
MAIN CHARACTERS
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Satan - Head of the rebellious angels who have just fallen from Heaven. As the poem’s

antagonist, Satan is the originator of sin—the first to be ungrateful for God the Father’s
blessings. He embarks on a mission to Earth that eventually leads to the fall of Adam
and Eve, but also worsens his eternal punishment. His character changes throughout
the poem. Satan often appears to speak rationally and persuasively, but later in the
poem we see the inconsistency and irrationality of his thoughts. He can assume any
form, adopting both glorious and humble shapes.
Adam - The first human, the father of our race, and, along with his wife Eve, the
caretaker of the Garden of Eden. Adam is grateful and obedient to God, but falls from
grace when Eve convinces him to join her in the sin of eating from the Tree of
Knowledge.
Eve - The first woman and the mother of mankind. Eve was made from a rib taken
from Adam’s side. Because she was made from Adam and for Adam, she is subservient
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to him. She is also weaker than Adam, so Satan focuses his powers of temptation on her.
He succeeds in getting her to eat the fruit of the forbidden tree despite God’s command.
God the Father - One part of the Christian Trinity. God the Father creates the world by
means of God the Son, creating Adam and Eve last. He foresees the fall of mankind
through them. He does not prevent their fall, in order to preserve their free will, but he
does allow his Son to atone for their sins.

God the Son - Jesus Christ, the second part of the Trinity. He delivers the fatal blow to
Satan’s forces, sending them down into Hell, before the creation of Earth. When the fall
of man is predicted, He offers himself as a sacrifice to pay for the sins of mankind, so
that God the Father can be both just and merciful.
DEVILS, INHABITING HELL
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Beelzebub - Satan’s second-in-command. Beelzebub discusses with Satan their options
after being cast into Hell, and at the debate suggests that they investigate the newly
created Earth. He and Satan embody perverted reason, since they are both eloquent and
rational but use their talents for wholly corrupt ends.
Belial - One of the principal devils in Hell. Belial argues against further war with
Heaven, but he does so because he is an embodiment of sloth and inactivity, not for any
good reason. His eloquence and learning is great, and he is able to persuade many of
the devils with his faulty reasoning.
Mammon - A devil known in the Bible as the epitome of wealth. Mammon always
walks hunched over, as if he is searching the ground for valuables. In the debate among
the devils, he argues against war, seeing no profit to be gained from it. He believes Hell
can be improved by mining the gems and minerals they find there.
Mulciber - The devil who builds Pandemonium, Satan’s palace in Hell. Mulciber’s
character is based on a Greek mythological figure known for being a poor architect, but
in Milton’s poem he is one of the most productive and skilled devils in Hell.
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Moloch - A rash, irrational, and murderous devil. Moloch argues in Pandemonium that
the devils should engage in another full war against God and his servant angels.
Sin - Satan’s daughter, who sprang full-formed from Satan’s head when he was still in
Heaven. Sin has the shape of a woman above the waist, that of a serpent below, and her
middle is ringed about with Hell Hounds, who periodically burrow into her womb and
gnaw her entrails. She guards the gates of Hell.
Death - Satan’s son by his daughter, Sin. Death in turn rapes his mother, begetting the
mass of beasts that torment her lower half. The relations between Death, Sin, and Satan
mimic horribly those of the Holy Trinity.
ANGELS, INHABITING HEAVEN AND EARTH
Gabriel - One of the archangels of Heaven, who acts as a guard at the Garden of Eden.
Gabriel confronts Satan after his angels find Satan whispering to Eve in the Garden.
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Raphael - One of the archangels in Heaven, who acts as one of God’s messengers.

Raphael informs Adam of Satan’s plot to seduce them into sin, and also narrates the
story of the fallen angels, as well as the fall of Satan.

Uriel - An angel who guards the planet earth. Uriel is the angel whom Satan tricks
when he is disguised as a cherub. Uriel, as a good angel and guardian, tries to correct
his error by making the other angels aware of Satan’s presence.
Abdiel - An angel who at first considers joining Satan in rebellion but argues against
Satan and the rebel angels and returns to God. His character demonstrates the power of
repentance.
Michael - The chief of the archangels, Michael leads the angelic forces against Satan
and his followers in the battle in Heaven, before the Son provides the decisive
advantage. Michael also stands guard at the Gate of Heaven, and narrates the future of
the world to Adam in Books XI and XII.
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Plot Overview
Milton’s

speaker

begins Paradise

Lost by

stating

that

his

subject

will

be Adam and Eve’s disobedience and fall from grace. He invokes a heavenly muse and
asks for help in relating his ambitious story and God’s plan for humankind. The action
begins with Satan and his fellow rebel angels who are found chained to a lake of fire in
Hell. They quickly free themselves and fly to land, where they discover minerals and
construct Pandemonium, which will be their meeting place. Inside Pandemonium, the
rebel angels, who are now devils, debate whether they should begin another war with
God. Beezelbub suggests that they attempt to corrupt God’s beloved new creation,
humankind. Satan agrees, and volunteers to go himself. As he prepares to leave Hell, he
is met at the gates by his children, Sin and Death, who follow him and build a bridge
between Hell and Earth.
In Heaven, God orders the angels together for a council of their own. He tells
them of Satan’s intentions, and the Son volunteers himself to make the sacrifice for

www.Padasalai.Net
humankind. Meanwhile, Satan travels through Night and Chaos and finds Earth. He
disguises himself as a cherub to get past the Archangel Uriel, who stands guard at the

sun. He tells Uriel that he wishes to see and praise God’s glorious creation, and Uriel

assents. Satan then lands on Earth and takes a moment to reflect. Seeing the splendor of
Paradise brings him pain rather than pleasure. He reaffirms his decision to make evil
his good, and continue to commit crimes against God.
Satan leaps over Paradise’s wall, takes the form of a cormorant (a large bird), and
perches himself atop the Tree of Life. Looking down at Satan from his post, Uriel
notices the volatile emotions reflected in the face of this so-called cherub and warns the
other angels that an impostor is in their midst. The other angels agree to search the
Garden for intruders.
Meanwhile, Adam and Eve tend the Garden, carefully obeying God’s supreme
order not to eat from the Tree of Knowledge. After a long day of work, they return to
their bower and rest. There, Satan takes the form of a toad and whispers into Eve’s ear.
Gabriel, the angel set to guard Paradise, finds Satan there and orders him to leave. Satan
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prepares to battle Gabriel, but God makes a sign appear in the sky—the golden scales of
justice—and Satan scurries away. Eve awakes and tells Adam about a dream she had, in
which an angel tempted her to eat from the forbidden tree. Worried about his creation,
God sends Raphael down to Earth to teach Adam and Eve of the dangers they face with
Satan.
Raphael arrives on Earth and eats a meal with Adam and Eve. Raphael relates
the story of Satan’s envy over the Son’s appointment as God’s second-in-command.
Satan gathered other angels together who were also angry to hear this news, and
together they plotted a war against God. Abdiel decides not to join Satan’s army and
returns to God. The angels then begin to fight, with Michael and Gabriel serving as coleaders for Heaven’s army.
The battle lasts two days, when God sends the Son to end the war and deliver
Satan and his rebel angels to Hell. Raphael tells Adam about Satan’s evil motives to
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corrupt them, and warns Adam to watch out for Satan. Adam asks Raphael to tell him
the story of creation. Raphael tells Adam that God sent the Son into Chaos to create the

universe. He created the earth and stars and other planets. Curious, Adam asks Raphael
about the movement of the stars and planets. Eve retires, allowing Raphael and Adam
to speak alone.

Raphael promptly warns Adam about his seemingly unquenchable search for
knowledge. Raphael tells Adam that he will learn all he needs to know, and that any
other knowledge is not meant for humans to comprehend. Adam tells Raphael about
his first memories, of waking up and wondering who he was, what he was, and where
he was. Adam says that God spoke to him and told him many things, including his
order not to eat from the Tree of Knowledge. After the story, Adam confesses to
Raphael his intense physical attraction to Eve. Raphael reminds Adam that he must
love Eve more purely and spiritually. With this final bit of advice, Raphael leaves Earth
and returns to Heaven.
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Eight days after his banishment, Satan returns to Paradise. After closely studying
the animals of Paradise, he chooses to take the form of the serpent. Meanwhile, Eve
suggests to Adam that they work separately for awhile, so they can get more work
done. Adam is hesitant but then assents. Satan searches for Eve and is delighted to find
her alone. In the form of a serpent, he talks to Eve and compliments her on her beauty
and godliness. She is amazed to find an animal that can speak. She asks how he learned
to speak, and he tells her that it was by eating from the Tree of Knowledge.
He tells Eve that God actually wants her and Adam to eat from the tree, and that
his order is merely a test of their courage. She is hesitant at first but then reaches for a
fruit from the Tree of Knowledge and eats. She becomes distraught and searches for
Adam. Adam has been busy making a wreath of flowers for Eve. When Eve finds
Adam, he drops the wreath and is horrified to find that Eve has eaten from the
forbidden tree. Knowing that she has fallen, he decides that he would rather be fallen
with her than remain pure and lose her. So he eats from the fruit as well. Adam looks at
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Eve in a new way, and together they turn to lust.

God immediately knows of their disobedience. He tells the angels in Heaven that

Adam and Eve must be punished, but with a display of both justice and mercy. He
sends the Son to give out the punishments. The Son first punishes the serpent whose
body Satan took, and condemns it never to walk upright again. Then the Son tells Adam
and Eve that they must now suffer pain and death. Eve and all women must suffer the
pain of childbirth and must submit to their husbands, and Adam and all men must hunt
and grow their own food on a depleted Earth. Meanwhile, Satan returns to Hell where
he is greeted with cheers. He speaks to the devils in Pandemonium, and everyone
believes that he has beaten God. Sin and Death travel the bridge they built on their way
to Earth. Shortly thereafter, the devils unwillingly transform into snakes and try to
reach fruit from imaginary trees that shrivel and turn to dust as they reach them.
God tells the angels to transform the Earth. After the fall, humankind must suffer hot
and cold seasons instead of the consistent temperatures before the fall. On Earth, Adam
and Eve fear their approaching doom.
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They blame each other for their disobedience and become increasingly angry at
one another. In a fit of rage, Adam wonders why God ever created Eve. Eve begs Adam
not to abandon her. She tells him that they can survive by loving each other. She accepts
the blame because she has disobeyed both God and Adam. She ponders suicide. Adam,
moved by her speech, forbids her from taking her own life. He remembers their
punishment and believes that they can enact revenge on Satan by remaining obedient to
God. Together they pray to God and repent.
God hears their prayers, and sends Michael down to Earth. Michael arrives on
Earth, and tells them that they must leave Paradise. But before they leave, Michael puts
Eve to sleep and takes Adam up onto the highest hill, where he shows him a vision of
humankind’s future. Adam sees the sins of his children, and his children’s children, and
his first vision of death. Horrified, he asks Michael if there is any alternative to death.
Generations to follow continue to sin by lust, greed, envy, and pride. They kill each
other selfishly and live only for pleasure.
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Then Michael shows him the vision of Enoch, who is saved by God as his

warring peers attempt to kill him. Adam also sees the story of Noah and his family,

whose virtue allows them to be chosen to survive the flood that kills all other humans.
Adam feels remorse for death and happiness for humankind’s redemption. Next is the
vision of Nimrod and the Tower of Babel. This story explains the perversion of pure
language into the many languages that are spoken on Earth today. Adam sees the
triumph of Moses and the Israelites, and then glimpses the Son’s sacrifice to save
humankind. After this vision, it is time for Adam and Eve to leave Paradise. Eve awakes
and tells Adam that she had a very interesting and educating dream. Led by Michael,
Adam and Eve slowly and woefully leave Paradise hand in hand into a new world.

Lines 1–26:
The Prologue and Invocation
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Milton

opens Paradise

Lost by

formally

declaring

his

poem’s

subject:

humankind’s first act of disobedience toward God, and the consequences that followed
from it. The act is Adam and Eve’s eating of the forbidden fruit of the Tree of
Knowledge, as told in Genesis, the first book of the Bible. In the first line, Milton refers
to the outcome of Adam and Eve’s sin as the ―fruit‖ of the forbidden tree, punning on
the actual apple and the figurative fruits of their actions. Milton asserts that this original
sin brought death to human beings for the first time, causing us to lose our home in
paradise until Jesus comes to restore humankind to its former position of purity.
Milton’s speaker invokes the muse, a mystical source of poetic inspiration, to
sing about these subjects through him, but he makes it clear that he refers to a different
muse from the muses who traditionally inspired classical poets by specifying that his
muse inspired Moses to receive the Ten Commandments and write Genesis. Milton’s
muse is the Holy Spirit, which inspired the Christian Bible, not one of the nine classical
muses who reside on Mount Helicon—the ―Aonian mount‖ of I.15.
He says that his poem, like his muse, will fly above those of the Classical poets
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and accomplish things never attempted before, because his source of inspiration is
greater than theirs. Then he invokes the Holy Spirit, asking it to fill him with knowledge

of the beginning of the world, because the Holy Spirit was the active force in creating
the universe.
Milton’s speaker announces that he wants to be inspired with this sacred
knowledge because he wants to show his fellow man that the fall of humankind into sin
and death was part of God’s greater plan, and that God’s plan is justified.

lines 27–722--Satan and Hell
Immediately

after

the

prologue,

Milton

raises

the

question

of

how Adam and Eve’s disobedience occurred and explains that their actions were partly
due to a serpent’s deception. This serpent is Satan, and the poem joins him and his
followers in Hell, where they have just been cast after being defeated by God in
Heaven.
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Satan lies stunned beside his second-in-command, Beelzebub, in a lake of fire
that gives off darkness instead of light. Breaking the awful silence, Satan bemoans their
terrible position, but does not repent of his rebellion against God, suggesting that they
might gather their forces for another attack. Beelzebub is doubtful; he now believes that
God cannot be overpowered. Satan does not fully contradict this assessment, but
suggests that they could at least pervert God’s good works to evil purposes.
The two devils then rise up and, spreading their wings, fly over to the dry land
next to the flaming lake. But they can undertake this action only because God has
allowed them to loose their chains. All of the devils were formerly angels who chose to
follow Satan in his rebellion, and God still intends to turn their evil deeds toward the
good.
Once out of the lake, Satan becomes more optimistic about their situation. He
calls the rest of the fallen angels, his legions, to join him on land. They immediately
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obey and, despite their wounds and suffering, fly up to gather on the plain. Milton lists
some of the more notable of the angels whose names have been erased from the books
of Heaven, noting that later, in the time of man, many of these devils come to be
worshipped as gods.
Among these are Moloch, who is later known as a god requiring human
sacrifices, and Belial, a lewd and lustful god. Still in war gear, these fallen angels have
thousands of banners raised and their shields and spears in hand. Even in defeat, they
are an awesome army to behold.
Satan’s unrepentant evil nature is unwavering. Even cast down in defeat, he does
not consider changing his ways: he insists to his fellow devils that their delight will be
in doing evil, not good. In particular, as he explains to Beelzebub, he wishes to pervert
God’s will and find a way to make evil out of good. It is not easy for Satan to maintain
this determination; the battle has just demonstrated God’s overwhelming power, and
the devils could not even have lifted themselves off the lake of fire unless God had
allowed it.
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God allows it precisely because he intends to turn their evil designs toward a
greater good in the end. Satan’s envy of the Son’s chosen status led him to rebel and
consequently to be condemned. His continued envy and search for freedom leads him
to believe that he would rather be a king in Hell than a servant in Heaven. Satan’s pride
has caused him to believe that his own free intellect is as great as God’s will. Satan
remarks that the mind can make its own Hell out of Heaven, or in his case, its own
Heaven out of Hell.
Satan addresses his comrades and acknowledges their shame in falling to the
heavenly forces, but urges them to gather in order to consider whether another war is
feasible. Instantly, the legions of devils dig into the bowels of the ground, unearthing
gold and other minerals. With their inhuman powers they construct a great temple in a
short time. It is called Pandemonium (which means ―all the demons‖ in Greek), and the
hundreds of thousands of demonic troops gather there to hold a summit. Being spirits,
they can easily shrink from huge winged creatures to the smallest size. Compacting
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themselves, they enter Pandemonium, and the debate begins.
TEXT

OF Mans First Disobedience, and the Fruit
Of that Forbidden Tree, whose mortal tast
Brought Death into the World, and all our woe,
With loss of Eden, till one greater Man
Restore us, and regain the blissful Seat, [ 5 ]
Sing Heav'nly Muse, that on the secret top
Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didst inspire
That Shepherd, who first taught the chosen Seed,
In the Beginning how the Heav'ns and Earth
Rose out of Chaos: Or if Sion Hill [ 10 ]
Delight thee more, and Siloa's Brook that flow'd
Fast by the Oracle of God; I thence
Invoke thy aid to my adventrous Song,
That with no middle flight intends to soar
Above th' Aonian Mount, while it pursues [ 15 ]
Things unattempted yet in Prose or Rhime.
And chiefly Thou O Spirit, that dost prefer
Before all Temples th' upright heart and pure,
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Instruct me, for Thou know'st; Thou from the first
Wast present, and with mighty wings outspread [ 20 ]
Dove-like satst brooding on the vast Abyss
And mad'st it pregnant: What in me is dark
Illumin, what is low raise and support;
That to the highth of this great Argument
I may assert Eternal Providence, [ 25 ]
And justifie the wayes of God to men.
Say first, for Heav'n hides nothing from thy view
Nor the deep Tract of Hell, say first what cause
Mov'd our Grand Parents in that happy State,
Favour'd of Heav'n so highly, to fall off [ 30 ]
From thir Creator, and transgress his Will
For one restraint, Lords of the World besides?
Who first seduc'd them to that foul revolt?
Th' infernal Serpent; he it was, whose guile
Stird up with Envy and Revenge, deceiv'd [ 35 ]
The Mother of Mankind, what time his Pride
Had cast him out from Heav'n, with all his Host
Of Rebel Angels, by whose aid aspiring
To set himself in Glory above his Peers,
He trusted to have equal'd the most High, [ 40 ]
If he oppos'd; and with ambitious aim
Against the Throne and Monarchy of God
Rais'd impious War in Heav'n and Battel proud
With vain attempt. Him the Almighty Power
Hurld headlong flaming from th' Ethereal Skie [ 45 ]
With hideous ruine and combustion down
To bottomless perdition, there to dwell
In Adamantine Chains and penal Fire,
Who durst defie th' Omnipotent to Arms.
Nine times the Space that measures Day and Night [ 50 ]
To mortal men, he with his horrid crew
Lay vanquisht, rowling in the fiery Gulfe
Confounded though immortal: But his doom
Reserv'd him to more wrath; for now the thought
Both of lost happiness and lasting pain [ 55 ]
Torments him; round he throws his baleful eyes
That witness'd huge affliction and dismay
Mixt with obdurate pride and stedfast hate:
At once as far as Angels kenn he views
The dismal Situation waste and wilde, [ 60 ]
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A Dungeon horrible, on all sides round
As one great Furnace flam'd, yet from those flames
No light, but rather darkness visible
Serv'd onely to discover sights of woe,
Regions of sorrow, doleful shades, where peace [ 65 ]
And rest can never dwell, hope never comes
That comes to all; but torture without end
Still urges, and a fiery Deluge, fed
With ever-burning Sulphur unconsum'd:
Such place Eternal Justice had prepar'd [ 70 ]
For those rebellious, here thir Prison ordain'd
In utter darkness, and thir portion set
As far remov'd from God and light of Heav'n
As from the Center thrice to th' utmost Pole.
O how unlike the place from whence they fell! [ 75 ]
There the companions of his fall, o'rewhelm'd
With Floods and Whirlwinds of tempestuous fire,
He soon discerns, and weltring by his side
One next himself in power, and next in crime,
Long after known in Palestine, and nam'd [ 80 ]
Beelzebub. To whom th' Arch-Enemy,
And thence in Heav'n call'd Satan, with bold words
Breaking the horrid silence thus began.
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If thou beest he; But O how fall'n! how chang'd
From him, who in the happy Realms of Light [ 85 ]
Cloth'd with transcendent brightness didst out-shine
Myriads though bright: If he Whom mutual league,
United thoughts and counsels, equal hope
And hazard in the Glorious Enterprize,
Joynd with me once, now misery hath joynd [ 90 ]
In equal ruin: into what Pit thou seest
From what highth fall'n, so much the stronger prov'd
He with his Thunder: and till then who knew
The force of those dire Arms? yet not for those,
Nor what the Potent Victor in his rage [ 95 ]
Can else inflict, do I repent or change,
Though chang'd in outward lustre; that fixt mind
And high disdain, from sence of injur'd merit,
That with the mightiest rais'd me to contend,
And to the fierce contention brought along [ 100 ]
Innumerable force of Spirits arm'd
That durst dislike his reign, and me preferring,
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His utmost power with adverse power oppos'd
In dubious Battel on the Plains of Heav'n,
And shook his throne. What though the field be lost? [ 105 ]
All is not lost; the unconquerable Will,
And study of revenge, immortal hate,
And courage never to submit or yield:
And what is else not to be overcome?
That Glory never shall his wrath or might [ 110 ]
Extort from me. To bow and sue for grace
With suppliant knee, and deifie his power,
Who from the terrour of this Arm so late
Doubted his Empire, that were low indeed,
That were an ignominy and shame beneath [ 115 ]
This downfall; since by Fate the strength of Gods
And this Empyreal substance cannot fail,
Since through experience of this great event
In Arms not worse, in foresight much advanc't,
We may with more successful hope resolve [ 120 ]
To wage by force or guile eternal Warr
Irreconcileable, to our grand Foe,
Who now triumphs, and in th' excess of joy
Sole reigning holds the Tyranny of Heav'n.
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So spake th' Apostate Angel, though in pain, [ 125 ]
Vaunting aloud, but rackt with deep despare:
And him thus answer'd soon his bold Compeer.
O Prince, O Chief of many Throned Powers,
That led th' imbattelld Seraphim to Warr
Under thy conduct, and in dreadful deeds [ 130 ]
Fearless, endanger'd Heav'ns perpetual King;
And put to proof his high Supremacy,
Whether upheld by strength, or Chance, or Fate,
Too well I see and rue the dire event,
That with sad overthrow and foul defeat [ 135 ]
Hath lost us Heav'n, and all this mighty Host
In horrible destruction laid thus low,
As far as Gods and Heav'nly Essences
Can perish: for the mind and spirit remains
Invincible, and vigour soon returns, [ 140 ]
Though all our Glory extinct, and happy state
Here swallow'd up in endless misery.
But what if he our Conquerour, (whom I now
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Of force believe Almighty, since no less
Then such could hav orepow'rd such force as ours) [ 145 ]
Have left us this our spirit and strength intire
Strongly to suffer and support our pains,
That we may so suffice his vengeful ire,
Or do him mightier service as his thralls
By right of Warr, what e're his business be [ 150 ]
Here in the heart of Hell to work in Fire,
Or do his Errands in the gloomy Deep;
What can it then avail though yet we feel
Strength undiminisht, or eternal being
To undergo eternal punishment? [ 155 ]
Whereto with speedy words th' Arch-fiend reply'd.
Fall'n Cherube, to be weak is miserable
Doing or Suffering: but of this be sure,
To do ought good never will be our task,
But ever to do ill our sole delight, [ 160 ]
As being the contrary to his high will
Whom we resist. If then his Providence
Out of our evil seek to bring forth good,
Our labour must be to pervert that end,
And out of good still to find means of evil; [ 165 ]
Which oft times may succeed, so as perhaps
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and disturb
His inmost counsels from thir destind aim.
But see the angry Victor hath recall'd
His Ministers of vengeance and pursuit [ 170 ]
Back to the Gates of Heav'n: The Sulphurous Hail
Shot after us in storm, oreblown hath laid
The fiery Surge, that from the Precipice
Of Heav'n receiv'd us falling, and the Thunder,
Wing'd with red Lightning and impetuous rage, [ 175 ]
Perhaps hath spent his shafts, and ceases now
To bellow through the vast and boundless Deep.
Let us not slip th' occasion, whether scorn,
Or satiate fury yield it from our Foe.
Seest thou yon dreary Plain, forlorn and wilde, [ 180 ]
The seat of desolation, voyd of light,
Save what the glimmering of these livid flames
Casts pale and dreadful? Thither let us tend
From off the tossing of these fiery waves,
There rest, if any rest can harbour there, [ 185 ]
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And reassembling our afflicted Powers,
Consult how we may henceforth most offend
Our Enemy, our own loss how repair,
How overcome this dire Calamity,
What reinforcement we may gain from Hope, [ 190 ]
If not what resolution from despare.
Thus Satan talking to his neerest Mate
With Head up-lift above the wave, and Eyes
That sparkling blaz'd, his other Parts besides
Prone on the Flood, extended long and large [ 195 ]
Lay floating many a rood, in bulk as huge
As whom the Fables name of monstrous size,
Titanian, or Earth-born, that warr'd on Jove,
Briareos or Typhon, whom the Den
By ancient Tarsus held, or that Sea-beast [ 200 ]
Leviathan, which God of all his works
Created hugest that swim th' Ocean stream:
Him haply slumbring on the Norway foam
The Pilot of some small night-founder'd Skiff,
Deeming some Island, oft, as Sea-men tell, [ 205 ]
With fixed Anchor in his skaly rind
Moors by his side under the Lee, while Night
Invests the Sea, and wished Morn delayes:
So stretcht out huge in length the Arch-fiend lay
Chain'd on the burning Lake, nor ever thence [ 210 ]
Had ris'n or heav'd his head, but that the will
And high permission of all-ruling Heaven
Left him at large to his own dark designs,
That with reiterated crimes he might
Heap on himself damnation, while he sought [ 215 ]
Evil to others, and enrag'd might see
How all his malice serv'd but to bring forth
Infinite goodness, grace and mercy shewn
On Man by him seduc't, but on himself
Treble confusion, wrath and vengeance pour'd. [ 220 ]
Forthwith upright he rears from off the Pool
His mighty Stature; on each hand the flames
Drivn backward slope thir pointing spires, and rowld
In billows, leave i'th' midst a horrid Vale.
Then with expanded wings he stears his flight [ 225 ]
Aloft, incumbent on the dusky Air
That felt unusual weight, till on dry Land
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He lights, if it were Land that ever burn'd
With solid, as the Lake with liquid fire;
And such appear'd in hue, as when the force [ 230 ]
Of subterranean wind transports a Hill
Torn from Pelorus, or the shatter'd side
Of thundring Ætna, whose combustible
And fewel'd entrals thence conceiving Fire,
Sublim'd with Mineral fury, aid the Winds, [ 235 ]
And leave a singed bottom all involv'd
With stench and smoak: Such resting found the sole
Of unblest feet. Him followed his next Mate,
Both glorying to have scap't the Stygian flood
As Gods, and by thir own recover'd strength, [ 240 ]
Not by the sufferance of supernal Power.
Is this the Region, this the Soil, the Clime,
Said then the lost Arch-Angel, this the seat
That we must change for Heav'n, this mournful gloom
For that celestial light? Be it so, since he [ 245 ]
Who now is Sovran can dispose and bid
What shall be right: fardest from him is best
Whom reason hath equald, force hath made supream
Above his equals. Farewel happy Fields
Where Joy for ever dwells: Hail horrours, hail [ 250 ]
Infernal world, and thou profoundest Hell
Receive thy new Possessor: One who brings
A mind not to be chang'd by Place or Time.
The mind is its own place, and in it self
Can make a Heav'n of Hell, a Hell of Heav'n. [ 255 ]
What matter where, if I be still the same,
And what I should be, all but less then he
Whom Thunder hath made greater? Here at least
We shall be free; th' Almighty hath not built
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence: [ 260 ]
Here we may reign secure, and in my choyce
To reign is worth ambition though in Hell:
Better to reign in Hell, then serve in Heav'n.
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends,
Th' associates and copartners of our loss [ 265 ]
Lye thus astonisht on th' oblivious Pool,
And call them not to share with us their part
In this unhappy Mansion, or once more
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With rallied Arms to try what may be yet
Regaind in Heav'n, or what more lost in Hell? [ 270 ]
So Satan spake, and him Beelzebub
Thus answer'd. Leader of those Armies bright,
Which but th' Onmipotent none could have foyld,
If once they hear that voyce, thir liveliest pledge
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard so oft [ 275 ]
In worst extreams, and on the perilous edge
Of battel when it rag'd, in all assaults
Thir surest signal, they will soon resume
New courage and revive, though now they lye
Groveling and prostrate on yon Lake of Fire, [ 280 ]
As we erewhile, astounded and amaz'd,
No wonder, fall'n such a pernicious highth.
He scarce had ceas't when the superiour Fiend
Was moving toward the shoar; his ponderous shield
Ethereal temper, massy, large and round, [ 285 ]
Behind him cast; the broad circumference
Hung on his shoulders like the Moon, whose Orb
Through Optic Glass the Tuscan Artist views
At Ev'ning from the top of Fesole,
Or in Valdarno, to descry new Lands, [ 290 ]
Rivers or Mountains in her spotty Globe.
His Spear, to equal which the tallest Pine
Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the Mast
Of some great Ammiral, were but a wand,
He walkt with to support uneasie steps [ 295 ]
Over the burning Marle, not like those steps
On Heavens Azure, and the torrid Clime
Smote on him sore besides, vaulted with Fire;
Nathless he so endur'd, till on the Beach
Of that inflamed Sea, he stood and call'd [ 300 ]
His Legions, Angel Forms, who lay intrans't
Thick as Autumnal Leaves that strow the Brooks
In Vallombrosa, where th' Etrurian shades
High overarch't imbowr; or scatterd sedge
Afloat, when with fierce Winds Orion arm'd [ 305 ]
Hath vext the Red-Sea Coast, whose waves orethrew
Busiris and his Memphian Chivalry,
While with perfidious hatred they pursu'd
The Sojourners of Goshen, who beheld
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From the safe shore thir floating Carkases [ 310 ]
And broken Chariot Wheels, so thick bestrown
Abject and lost lay these, covering the Flood,
Under amazement of thir hideous change.
He call'd so loud, that all the hollow Deep
Of Hell resounded. Princes, Potentates, [ 315 ]
Warriers, the Flowr of Heav'n, once yours, now lost,
If such astonishment as this can sieze
Eternal spirits; or have ye chos'n this place
After the toyl of Battel to repose
Your wearied vertue, for the ease you find [ 320 ]
To slumber here, as in the Vales of Heav'n?
Or in this abject posture have ye sworn
To adore the Conquerour? who now beholds
Cherube and Seraph rowling in the Flood
With scatter'd Arms and Ensigns, till anon [ 325 ]
His swift pursuers from Heav'n Gates discern
Th' advantage, and descending tread us down
Thus drooping, or with linked Thunderbolts
Transfix us to the bottom of this Gulfe.
Awake, arise, or be for ever fall'n. [ 330 ]
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They heard, and were abasht, and up they sprung
Upon the wing, as when men wont to watch
On duty, sleeping found by whom they dread,
Rouse and bestir themselves ere well awake.
Nor did they not perceave the evil plight [ 335 ]
In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel;
Yet to thir Generals Voyce they soon obeyd
Innumerable. As when the potent Rod
Of Amrams Son in Egypts evill day
Wav'd round the Coast, up call'd a pitchy cloud [ 340 ]
Of Locusts, warping on the Eastern Wind,
That ore the Realm of impious Pharaoh hung
Like Night, and darken'd all the Land of Nile:
So numberless were those bad Angels seen
Hovering on wing under the Cope of Hell [ 345 ]
'Twixt upper, nether, and surrounding Fires;
Till, as a signal giv'n, th' uplifted Spear
Of thir great Sultan waving to direct
Thir course, in even ballance down they light
On the firm brimstone, and fill all the Plain; [ 350 ]
A multitude, like which the populous North
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Pour'd never from her frozen loyns, to pass
Rhene or the Danaw, when her barbarous Sons
Came like a Deluge on the South, and spread
Beneath Gibralter to the Lybian sands. [ 355 ]
Forthwith from every Squadron and each Band
The Heads and Leaders thither hast where stood
Thir great Commander; Godlike shapes and forms
Excelling human, Princely Dignities,
And Powers that earst in Heaven sat on Thrones; [ 360 ]
Though of thir Names in heav'nly Records now
Be no memorial blotted out and ras'd
By thir Rebellion, from the Books of Life.
Nor had they yet among the Sons of Eve
Got them new Names, till wandring ore the Earth, [ 365 ]
Through Gods high sufferance for the tryal of man,
By falsities and lyes the greatest part
Of Mankind they corrupted to forsake
God thir Creator, and th' invisible
Glory of him that made them, to transform [ 370 ]
Oft to the Image of a Brute, adorn'd
With gay Religions full of Pomp and Gold,
And Devils to adore for Deities:
Then were they known to men by various Names,
And various Idols through the Heathen World. [ 375 ]
Say, Muse, thir Names then known, who first, who last,
Rous'd from the slumber, on that fiery Couch,
At thir great Emperors call, as next in worth
Came singly where he stood on the bare strand,
While the promiscuous croud stood yet aloof? [ 380 ]
The chief were those who from the Pit of Hell
Roaming to seek thir prey on earth, durst fix
Thir Seats long after next the Seat of God,
Thir Altars by his Altar, Gods ador'd
Among the Nations round, and durst abide [ 385 ]
Jehovah thundring out of Sion, thron'd
Between the Cherubim; yea, often plac'd
Within his Sanctuary it self thir Shrines,
Abominations; and with cursed things
His holy Rites, and solemn Feasts profan'd, [ 390 ]
And with thir darkness durst affront his light.
First Moloch, horrid King besmear'd with blood
Of human sacrifice, and parents tears,
Though for the noyse of Drums and Timbrels loud
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Thir childrens cries unheard, that past through fire [ 395 ]
To his grim Idol. Him the Ammonite
Worshipt in Rabba and her watry Plain,
In Argob and in Basan, to the stream
Of utmost Arnon. Nor content with such
Audacious neighbourhood, the wisest heart [ 400 ]
Of Solomon he led by fraud to build
His Temple right against the Temple of God
On that opprobrious Hill, and made his Grove
The pleasant Vally of Hinnom, Tophet thence
And black Gehenna call'd, the Type of Hell. [ 405 ]
Next Chemos, th' obscene dread of Moabs Sons,
From Aroar to Nebo, and the wild
Of Southmost Abarim; in Hesebon
And Horonaim, Seons Realm, beyond
The flowry Dale of Sibma clad with Vines, [ 410 ]
And Eleale to th' Asphaltick Pool.
Peor his other Name, when he entic'd
Israel in Sittim on thir march from Nile
To do him wanton rites, which cost them woe.
Yet thence his lustful Orgies he enlarg'd [ 415 ]
Even to that Hill of scandal, by the Grove
Of Moloch homicide, lust hard by hate;
Till good Josiah drove them thence to Hell.
With these came they, who from the bordring flood
Of old Euphrates to the Brook that parts [ 420 ]
Egypt from Syrian ground, had general Names
Of Baalim and Ashtaroth, those male,
These Feminine. For Spirits when they please
Can either Sex assume, or both; so soft
And uncompounded is thir Essence pure, [ 425 ]
Not ti'd or manacl'd with joynt or limb,
Nor founded on the brittle strength of bones,
Like cumbrous flesh; but in what shape they choose
Dilated or condens't, bright or obscure,
Can execute thir aerie purposes, [ 430 ]
And works of love or enmity fulfill.
For those the Race of Israel oft forsook
Thir living strength, and unfrequented left
His righteous Altar, bowing lowly down
To bestial Gods; for which thir heads as low [ 435 ]
Bow'd down in Battel, sunk before the Spear
Of despicable foes. With these in troop
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Came Astoreth, whom the Phoenicians call'd
Astarte, Queen of Heav'n, with crescent Horns;
To whose bright Image nightly by the Moon [ 440 ]
Sidonian Virgins paid thir Vows and Songs,
In Sion also not unsung, where stood
Her Temple on th' offensive Mountain, built
By that uxorious King, whose heart though large,
Beguil'd by fair Idolatresses, fell [ 445 ]
To Idols foul. Thammuz came next behind,
Whose annual wound in Lebanon allur'd
The Syrian Damsels to lament his fate
In amorous dittyes all a Summers day,
While smooth Adonis from his native Rock [ 450 ]
Ran purple to the Sea, suppos'd with blood
Of Thammuz yearly wounded: the Love-tale
Infected Sions daughters with like heat,
Whose wanton passions in the sacred Porch
Ezekiel saw, when by the Vision led [ 455 ]
His eye survay'd the dark Idolatries
Of alienated Judah. Next came one
Who mourn'd in earnest, when the Captive Ark
Maim'd his brute Image, head and hands lopt off
In his own Temple, on the grunsel edge, [ 460 ]
Where he fell flat, and sham'd his Worshipers:
Dagon his Name, Sea Monster, upward Man
And downward Fish: yet had his Temple high
Rear'd in Azotus, dreaded through the Coast
Of Palestine, in Gath and Ascalon [ 465 ]
And Accaron and Gaza's frontier bounds.
Him follow'd Rimmon, whose delightful Seat
Was fair Damascus, on the fertil Banks
Of Abbana and Pharphar, lucid streams.
He also against the house of God was bold: [ 470 ]
A Leper once he lost and gain'd a King,
Ahaz his sottish Conquerour, whom he drew
Gods Altar to disparage and displace
For one of Syrian mode, whereon to burn
His odious off'rings, and adore the Gods [ 475 ]
Whom he had vanquisht. After these appear'd
A crew who under Names of old Renown,
Osiris, Isis, Orus and their Train
With monstrous shapes and sorceries abus'd
Fanatic Egypt and her Priests, to seek [ 480 ]
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Thir wandring Gods disguis'd in brutish forms
Rather then human. Nor did Israel scape
Th' infection when thir borrow'd Gold compos'd
The Calf in Oreb: and the Rebel King
Doubl'd that sin in Bethel and in Dan, [ 485 ]
Lik'ning his Maker to the Grazed Ox,
Jehovah, who in one Night when he pass'd
From Egypt marching, equal'd with one stroke
Both her first born and all her bleating Gods.
Belial came last, then whom a Spirit more lewd [ 490 ]
Fell not from Heaven, or more gross to love
Vice for it self: To him no Temple stood
Or Altar smoak'd; yet who more oft then hee
In Temples and at Altars, when the Priest
Turns Atheist, as did Ely's Sons, who fill'd [ 495 ]
With lust and violence the house of God.
In Courts and Palaces he also Reigns
And in luxurious Cities, where the noyse
Of riot ascends above thir loftiest Towrs,
And injury and outrage: And when Night [ 500 ]
Darkens the Streets, then wander forth the Sons
Of Belial, flown with insolence and wine.
Witness the Streets of Sodom, and that night
In Gibeah, when the hospitable door
Expos'd a Matron to avoid worse rape. [ 505 ]
These were the prime in order and in might;
The rest were long to tell, though far renown'd,
Th' Ionian Gods, of Javans Issue held
Gods, yet confest later then Heav'n and Earth
Thir boasted Parents; Titan Heav'ns first born [ 510 ]
With his enormous brood, and birthright seis'd
By younger Saturn, he from mightier Jove
His own and Rhea's Son like measure found;
So Jove usurping reign'd: these first in Creet
And Ida known, thence on the Snowy top [ 515 ]
Of cold Olympus rul'd the middle Air
Thir highest Heav'n; or on the Delphian Cliff,
Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds
Of Doric Land; or who with Saturn old
Fled over Adria to th' Hesperian Fields, [ 520 ]
And ore the Celtic roam'd the utmost Isles.
All these and more came flocking; but with looks
Down cast and damp, yet such wherein appear'd
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Obscure some glimps of joy, to have found thir chief
Not in despair, to have found themselves not lost [ 525 ]
In loss it self; which on his count'nance cast
Like doubtful hue: but he his wonted pride
Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore
Semblance of worth, not substance, gently rais'd
Thir fainting courage, and dispel'd thir fears. [ 530 ]
Then strait commands that at the warlike sound
Of Trumpets loud and Clarions be upreard
His mighty Standard; that proud honour claim'd
Azazel as his right, a Cherube tall:
Who forthwith from the glittering Staff unfurld [ 535 ]
Th' Imperial Ensign, which full high advanc't
Shon like a Meteor streaming to the Wind
With Gemms and Golden lustre rich imblaz'd,
Seraphic arms and Trophies: all the while
Sonorous mettal blowing Martial sounds: [ 540 ]
At which the universal Host upsent
A shout that tore Hells Concave, and beyond
Frighted the Reign of Chaos and old Night.
All in a moment through the gloom were seen
Ten thousand Banners rise into the Air [ 545 ]
With Orient Colours waving: with them rose
A Forest huge of Spears: and thronging Helms
Appear'd, and serried shields in thick array
Of depth immeasurable: Anon they move
In perfect Phalanx to the Dorian mood [ 550 ]
Of Flutes and soft Recorders; such as rais'd
To hight of noblest temper Hero's old
Arming to Battel, and in stead of rage
Deliberate valour breath'd, firm and unmov'd
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat, [ 555 ]
Nor wanting power to mitigate and swage
With solemn touches, troubl'd thoughts, and chase
Anguish and doubt and fear and sorrow and pain
From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they
Breathing united force with fixed thought [ 560 ]
Mov'd on in silence to soft Pipes that charm'd
Thir painful steps o're the burnt soyle; and now
Advanc't in view, they stand, a horrid Front
Of dreadful length and dazling Arms, in guise
Of Warriers old with order'd Spear and Shield, [ 565 ]
Awaiting what command thir mighty Chief
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Had to impose: He through the armed Files
Darts his experienc't eye, and soon traverse
The whole Battalion views, thir order due,
Thir visages and stature as of Gods, [ 570 ]
Thir number last he summs. And now his heart
Distends with pride, and hardning in his strength
Glories: For never since created man,
Met such imbodied force, as nam'd with these
Could merit more then that small infantry [ 575 ]
Warr'd on by Cranes: though all the Giant brood
Of Phlegra with th' Heroic Race were joyn'd
That fought at Theb's and Ilium, on each side
Mixt with auxiliar Gods; and what resounds
In Fable or Romance of Uthers Son [ 580 ]
Begirt with British and Armoric Knights;
And all who since, Baptiz'd or Infidel
Jousted in Aspramont or Montalban,
Damasco, or Marocco, or Trebisond,
Or whom Biserta sent from Afric shore [ 585 ]
When Charlemain with all his Peerage fell
By Fontarabbia. Thus far these beyond
Compare of mortal prowess, yet observ'd
Thir dread commander: he above the rest
In shape and gesture proudly eminent [ 590 ]
Stood like a Towr; his form had yet not lost
All her Original brightness, nor appear'd
Less then Arch Angel ruind, and th' excess
Of Glory obscur'd: As when the Sun new ris'n
Looks through the Horizontal misty Air [ 595 ]
Shorn of his Beams, or from behind the Moon
In dim Eclips disastrous twilight sheds
On half the Nations, and with fear of change
Perplexes Monarchs. Dark'n'd so, yet shon
Above them all th' Arch Angel: but his face [ 600 ]
Deep scars of Thunder had intrencht, and care
Sat on his faded cheek, but under Browes
Of dauntless courage, and considerate Pride
Waiting revenge: cruel his eye, but cast
Signs of remorse and passion to behold [ 605 ]
The fellows of his crime, the followers rather
(Far other once beheld in bliss) condemn'd
For ever now to have thir lot in pain,
Millions of Spirits for his fault amerc't
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Of Heav'n, and from Eternal Splendors flung [ 610 ]
For his revolt, yet faithfull how they stood,
Thir Glory witherd. As when Heavens Fire
Hath scath'd the Forrest Oaks, or Mountain Pines,
With singed top thir stately growth though bare
Stands on the blasted Heath. He now prepar'd [ 615 ]
To speak; whereat thir doubl'd Ranks they bend
From wing to wing, and half enclose him round
With all his Peers: attention held them mute.
Thrice he assayd, and thrice in spight of scorn,
Tears such as Angels weep, burst forth: at last [ 620 ]
Words interwove with sighs found out thir way.
O Myriads of immortal Spirits, O Powers
Matchless, but with th' Almighty, and that strife
Was not inglorious, though th' event was dire,
As this place testifies, and this dire change [ 625 ]
Hateful to utter: but what power of mind
Foreseeing or presaging, from the Depth
Of knowledge past or present, could have fear'd,
How such united force of Gods, how such
As stood like these, could ever know repulse? [ 630 ]
For who can yet beleeve, though after loss,
That all these puissant Legions, whose exile
Hath emptied Heav'n, shall fail to re-ascend
Self-rais'd, and repossess thir native seat?
For mee be witness all the Host of Heav'n, [ 635 ]
If counsels different, or danger shun'd
By me, have lost our hopes. But he who reigns
Monarch in Heav'n, till then as one secure
Sat on his Throne, upheld by old repute,
Consent or custome, and his Regal State [ 640 ]
Put forth at full, but still his strength conceal'd,
Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall.
Henceforth his might we know, and know our own
So as not either to provoke, or dread
New warr, provok't; our better part remains [ 645 ]
To work in close design, by fraud or guile
What force effected not: that he no less
At length from us may find, who overcomes
By force, hath overcome but half his foe.
Space may produce new Worlds; whereof so rife [ 650 ]
There went a fame in Heav'n that he ere long
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Intended to create, and therein plant
A generation, whom his choice regard
Should favour equal to the Sons of Heaven:
Thither, if but to pry, shall be perhaps
Our first eruption, thither or elsewhere: [ 655 ]
For this Infernal Pit shall never hold
Cælestial Spirits in Bondage, nor th' Abyss
Long under darkness cover. But these thoughts
Full Counsel must mature: Peace is despaird, [ 660 ]
For who can think Submission? Warr then, Warr
Open or understood must be resolv'd.
He spake: and to confirm his words, out-flew
Millions of flaming swords, drawn from the thighs
Of mighty Cherubim; the sudden blaze [ 665 ]
Far round illumin'd hell: highly they rag'd
Against the Highest, and fierce with grasped arms
Clash'd on thir sounding Shields the din of war,
Hurling defiance toward the vault of Heav'n.
There stood a Hill not far whose griesly top [ 670 ]
Belch'd fire and rowling smoak; the rest entire
Shon with a glossie scurff, undoubted sign
That in his womb was hid metallic Ore,
The work of Sulphur. Thither wing'd with speed
A numerous Brigad hasten'd. As when Bands [ 675 ]
Of Pioners with Spade and Pickax arm'd
Forerun the Royal Camp, to trench a Field,
Or cast a Rampart. Mammon led them on,
Mammon, the least erected Spirit that fell
From heav'n, for ev'n in heav'n his looks and thoughts [ 680 ]
Were always downward bent, admiring more
The riches of Heav'ns pavement, trod'n Gold,
Then aught divine or holy else enjoy'd
In vision beatific: by him first
Men also, and by his suggestion taught, [ 685 ]
Ransack'd the Center, and with impious hands
Rifl'd the bowels of thir mother Earth
For Treasures better hid. Soon had his crew
Op'nd into the Hill a spacious wound
And dig'd out ribs of Gold. Let none admire [ 690 ]
That riches grow in Hell; that soyle may best
Deserve the precious bane. And here let those

www.Padasalai.Net

kumarenglishbed@gmail.com AEEO-EXAM –ENGLISH-STUDY MATERIAL - 9994098972

http://www.trbtnpsc.com/2013/07/trb-questions-and-study-materials.html

Page 27

www.Padasalai.Net

www.TrbTnpsc.com

KAVIYA COACHING CENTER FOR AEEO –EXAMINATION ONLY ENGLISH - 9994098972

Who boast in mortal things, and wond'ring tell
Of Babel, and the works of Memphian Kings
Learn how thir greatest Monuments of Fame, [ 695 ]
And Strength and Art are easily out-done
By Spirits reprobate, and in an hour
What in an age they with incessant toyle
And hands innumerable scarce perform.
Nigh on the Plain in many cells prepar'd, [ 700 ]
That underneath had veins of liquid fire
Sluc'd from the Lake, a second multitude
With wondrous Art found out the massie Ore,
Severing each kind, and scum'd the Bullion dross:
A third as soon had form'd within the ground [ 705 ]
A various mould, and from the boyling cells
By strange conveyance fill'd each hollow nook,
As in an Organ from one blast of wind
To many a row of Pipes the sound-board breaths.
Anon out of the earth a Fabrick huge [ 710 ]
Rose like an Exhalation, with the sound
Of Dulcet Symphonies and voices sweet,
Built like a Temple, where Pilasters round
Were set, and Doric pillars overlaid
With Golden Architrave; nor did there want [ 715 ]
Cornice or Freeze, with bossy Sculptures grav'n,
The Roof was fretted Gold. Not Babilon,
Nor great Alcairo such magnificence
Equal'd in all thir glories, to inshrine
Belus or Serapis thir Gods, or seat [ 720 ]
Thir Kings, when Ægypt with Assyria strove
In wealth and luxurie. Th' ascending pile
Stood fixt her stately highth, and strait the dores
Op'ning thir brazen foulds discover wide
Within, her ample spaces, o're the smooth [ 725 ]
And level pavement: from the arched roof
Pendant by suttle Magic many a row
Of Starry Lamps and blazing Cressets fed
With Naphtha and Asphaltus yeilded light
As from a sky. The hasty multitude [ 730 ]
Admiring enter'd, and the work some praise
And some the Architect: his hand was known
In Heav'n by many a Towred structure high,
Where Scepter'd Angels held thir residence,
And sat as Princes, whom the supreme King [ 735 ]
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Exalted to such power, and gave to rule,
Each in his Hierarchie, the Orders bright.
Nor was his name unheard or unador'd
In ancient Greece; and in Ausonian land
Men call'd him Mulciber; and how he fell [ 740 ]
From Heav'n, they fabl'd, thrown by angry Jove
Sheer o're the Chrystal Battlements: from Morn
To Noon he fell, from Noon to dewy Eve,
A Summers day; and with the setting Sun
Dropt from the Zenith like a falling Star, [ 745 ]
On Lemnos th' Ægean Ile: thus they relate,
Erring; for he with this rebellious rout
Fell long before; nor aught avail'd him now
To have built in Heav'n high Towrs; nor did he scape
By all his Engins, but was headlong sent [ 750 ]
With his industrious crew to build in hell.
Mean while the winged Haralds by command
Of Sovran power, with awful Ceremony
And Trumpets sound throughout the Host proclaim
A solemn Councel forthwith to be held [ 755 ]
At Pandæmonium, the high Capital
Of Satan and his Peers: thir summons call'd
From every Band and squared Regiment
By place or choice the worthiest; they anon
With hunderds and with thousands trooping came [ 760 ]
Attended: all access was throng'd, the Gates
And Porches wide, but chief the spacious Hall
(Though like a cover'd field, where Champions bold
Wont ride in arm'd, and at the Soldans chair
Defi'd the best of Paynim chivalry [ 765 ]
To mortal combat or carreer with Lance)
Thick swarm'd, both on the ground and in the air,
Brusht with the hiss of russling wings. As Bees
In spring time, when the Sun with Taurus rides,
Pour forth thir populous youth about the Hive [ 770 ]
In clusters; they among fresh dews and flowers
Flie to and fro, or on the smoothed Plank,
The suburb of thir Straw-built Cittadel,
New rub'd with Baum, expatiate and confer
Thir State affairs. So thick the aerie crowd [ 775 ]
Swarm'd and were straitn'd; till the Signal giv'n.
Behold a wonder! they but now who seemd
In bigness to surpass Earths Giant Sons
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Now less then smallest Dwarfs, in narrow room
Throng numberless, like that Pigmean Race [ 780 ]
Beyond the Indian Mount, or Faerie Elves,
Whose midnight Revels, by a Forrest side
Or Fountain some belated Peasant sees,
Or dreams he sees, while over-head the Moon
Sits Arbitress, and neerer to the Earth [ 785 ]
Wheels her pale course, they on thir mirth and dance
Intent, with jocond Music charm his ear;
At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds.
Thus incorporeal Spirits to smallest forms
Reduc'd thir shapes immense, and were at large, [ 790 ]
Though without number still amidst the Hall
Of that infernal Court. But far within
And in thir own dimensions like themselves
The great Seraphic Lords and Cherubim
In close recess and secret conclave sat [ 795 ]
A thousand Demy-Gods on golden seats,
Frequent and full. After short silence then
And summons read, the great consult began.
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SHAKESPEARE- SONNET NO.60











Shakespeare
William Shakespeare, the Bard of Avon “was not for an age but for all time”.
He was born at Stratford-upon-Avon. (1564-1616)
He was the son of John Shakespeare and Mary Arden.
His plays reveal his familiarity with Latin and French, ancient and modern History, philosophical
speculation and continental fiction.
Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway 8 years his senior.
During the great plague (1592-93), when the theatres were closed, he wrote non-dramatic poems
such as “Venus and Adonis” and „The Rape of Lucrece”.
He was friendly with Earl of Southampton to whom he dedicated his poems and who had been
identified as the noble youth addressed in „The sonnets”.
When the theatres opened, he became a partner in Lord chamberlain‟s dramatic company
performing at „The Globe” and “The black friars”.
King James in 1603, the Lord Chamberlain‟s company passed under royal patronage and became
the King‟s men.
He died in 1616. Before his death he had written 37 plays and 154 sonnets. His 37 plays can be
classified as comedies, tragedies, histories, Roman plays and the romances or the last plays.
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Sonnet 60
Like as the waves make towards the pebbled shore,
So do our minutes hasten to their end;
Each changing place with that which goes before,
In sequent toil all forwards do contend.
Nativity, once in the main of light,
Crawls to maturity, wherewith being crown’d,
Crooked elipses ’gainst his glory fight,
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And Time that gave doth now his gift confound.
Time doth transfix the flourish set on youth
And delves the parallels in beauty’s brow,
Feeds on the rarities of nature’s truth,
And nothing stands but for his scythe to mow:
And yet to times in hope my verse shall stand,
Praising thy worth, despite his cruel hand.

A sonnet is a 14-line poem that rhymes in a particular pattern. In Shakespeare's
sonnets, the rhyme pattern is abab cdcd efef gg, with the final couplet used to
summarize the previous 12 lines or present a surprise ending. The rhythmic pattern of
the sonnets is the iambic pentameter. An iamb is a metrical foot consisting of one
stressed syllable and one unstressed syllable — as in dah-DUM, dah-DUM dah-DUM
dah-DUM dah-DUM. Shakespeare uses five of these in each line, which makes it a
pentameter. The sonnet is a difficult art form for the poet because of its restrictions on
length and meter.
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Although the entirety of Shakespeare's sonnets were not formally published until
1609 (and even then, they were published without the author's knowledge), an allusion
to their existence appeared eleven years earlier, in Francis Meres' Palladis Tamia (1598),
in which Meres commented that Shakespeare's "sugred Sonnets" were circulating
privately among the poet's friends. Approximately a year later, William Jaggard's
miscellany, The Passionate Pilgrim, appeared, containing twenty poems, five of which
are known to be Shakespeare's — two of the Dark Lady sonnets (Sonnets 138 and 144)
and three poems included in the play Love's Labour's Lost. Apparently these five
poems were printed in Jaggard's miscellany (a collection of writings on various
subjects) without Shakespeare's authorization.
Without question, Shakespeare was the most popular playwright of his day, and
his dramatic influence is still evident today, but the sonnet form, which was so very
popular in Shakespeare's era, quickly lost its appeal. Even before Shakespeare's death in
1616 the sonnet was no longer fashionable, and for two hundred years after his death,
there was little interest in either Shakespeare's sonnets, or in the sonnet form itself.
The text of Shakespeare's sonnets generally considered to be definitive is that of
the 1609 edition, which was published by Thomas Thorpe, a publisher having less than
a professional reputation. Thorpe's edition, titled Shake-speare's Sonnets: Never Before
Imprinted, is referred to today as the "Quarto," and is the basis for all modern texts of
the sonnets.
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The Quarto would have lapsed into obscurity for the remainder of the
seventeenth century had it not been for the publication of a second edition of
Shakespeare's sonnets, brought out by John Benson in 1640. A pirated edition of the
sonnets, Benson's version was not a carefully edited, duplicate copy of the Quarto.
Because Benson took several liberties with Shakespeare's text, his volume has been of
interest chiefly as the beginning of a long campaign to sanitize Shakespeare. Among
other things, Benson rearranged the sonnets into so-called "poems" — groups varying
from one to five sonnets in length and to which he added descriptive and unusually
inept titles. Still worse, he changed Shakespeare's pronouns: "He's" became "she's" in
some sonnets addressed to the young man so as to make the poet speak lovingly to a
woman — not to a man.
Benson also interspersed Shakespeare's sonnets with poems written by other
people, as well as with other non-sonnet poems written by Shakespeare. This led to
much of the subsequent confusion about Shakespeare's order of preference for his
sonnets, which appear to tell the story, first, of his adulation of a young man and, later,
of his adoration of his "dark lady."
The belief that the first 126 sonnets are addressed to a man and that the rest are
addressed to a woman has become the prevailing contemporary view. In addition, a
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majority of modern critics remain sufficiently satisfied with Thorpe's 1609 ordering of
those sonnets addressed to the young man, but most of them have serious reservations
about the second group addressed to the woman.
Another controversy surrounding the sonnets is the dedication at the beginning
of Thorpe's 1609 edition. Addressed to "Mr. W. H.," the dedication has led to a series of
conjectures as to the identity of this person. The two leading candidates are Henry
Wriothesley, third Earl of Southampton, and William Herbert, third Earl of Pembroke.

Because Shakespeare dedicated his long poem "Venus and Adonis" to
Southampton, and because the young earl loved poetry and drama and may well have
sought out Shakespeare and offered himself as the poet's patron, many critics consider
Southampton to be "Mr. W. H."
The other contender for the object of the dedication is William Herbert, Earl of
Pembroke. Shakespeare dedicated the First Folio of his works, published in 1623, to
Pembroke and Pembroke's brother Philip. Pembroke was wealthy, notorious for his
sexual exploits but averse to marriage, and a patron of literary men. Critics who believe
that Mary Fitton, one of Queen Elizabeth's maids of honor, was the Dark Lady of
Sonnets 12–54, are particularly convinced that Pembroke is "Mr. W. H.," for Pembroke
had an affair with Fitton, who bore him a child out of wedlock; this extramarital affair is
considered to parallel too closely the sexual relationship in the sonnets to be mere
coincidence.
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In addition to their date of composition, their correct ordering, and the object of
the dedication, the other controversial issue surrounding the sonnets is the question of
whether or not they are autobiographical. While contemporary criticism remains
interested in the question of whether or not the sonnets are autobiographical, the
sonnets, taken either wholly or individually, are first and foremost a work of literature,
to be read and discussed both for their poetic quality and their narrative tale. Their
appeal rests not so much in the fact that they may shed some light on Shakespeare's life,
nor even that they were written by him; rather, their greatness lies in the richness and
the range of subjects found in them.
Overview of Shakespeare's Sonnets
Although Shakespeare's sonnets can be divided into different sections numerous
ways, the most apparent division involves Sonnets 1–126, in which the poet strikes up a
relationship with a young man, and Sonnets 127–154, which are concerned with the
poet's relationship with a woman, variously referred to as the Dark Lady, or as his
mistress.
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In the first large division, Sonnets 1–126, the poet addresses an alluring young
man with whom he has struck up a relationship. In Sonnets 1–17, he tries to convince
the handsome young man to marry and beget children so that the youth's incredible
beauty will not die when the youth dies. Starting in Sonnet 18, when the youth appears
to reject this argument for procreation, the poet glories in the young man's beauty and
takes consolation in the fact that his sonnets will preserve the youth's beauty, much like
the youth's children would.

By Sonnet 26, perhaps becoming more attached to the young man than he
originally intended, the poet feels isolated and alone when the youth is absent. He
cannot sleep. Emotionally exhausted, he becomes frustrated by what he sees as the
youth's inadequate response to his affection. The estrangement between the poet and
the young man continues at least through Sonnet 58 and is marked by the poet's
fluctuating emotions for the youth: One moment he is completely dependent on the
youth's affections, the next moment he angrily lashes out because his love for the young
man is unrequited.
Despondent over the youth's treatment of him, desperately the poet views with
pain and sorrow the ultimate corrosion of time, especially in relation to the young
man's beauty. He seeks answers to the question of how time can be defeated and youth
and beauty preserved. Philosophizing about time preoccupies the poet, who tells the
young man that time and immortality cannot be conquered; however, the youth ignores
the poet and seeks other friendships, including one with the poet's mistress (Sonnets
40–42) and another with a rival poet (Sonnets 79–87). Expectedly, the relationship
between the youth and this new poet greatly upsets the sonnets' poet, who lashes out at
the young man and then retreats into despondency, in part because he feels his poetry
is lackluster and cannot compete with the new forms of poetry being written about the
youth. Again, the poet fluctuates between confidence in his poetic abilities and
resignation about losing the youth's friendship.
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Philosophically examining what love for another person entails, the poet urges
his friend not to postpone his desertion of the poet — if that is what the youth is
ultimately planning. Break off the relationship now, begs the poet, who is prepared to
accept whatever fate holds. Ironically, the more the youth rejects the poet, the greater is
the poet's affection for and devotion to him. No matter how vicious the young man is to
the poet, the poet does not — emotionally can not — sever the relationship. He
masochistically accepts the youth's physical and emotional absence.
Finally, after enduring what he feels is much emotional abuse by the youth, the
poet stops begging for his friend's affection. But then, almost unbelievably, the poet
begins to think that his newfound silence toward the youth is the reason for the youth's
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treating him as poorly as he does. The poet blames himself for any wrong the young
man has done him and apologizes for his own treatment of his friend. This first major
division of sonnets ends with the poet pitiably lamenting his own role in the dissolution
of his relationship with the youth.
The second, shorter grouping of Sonnets 127–154 involves the poet's sexual
relationship with the Dark Lady, a married woman with whom he becomes infatuated.
Similar to his friendship with the young man, this relationship fluctuates between
feelings of love, hate, jealousy, and contempt. Also similar is the poet's unhealthy
dependency on the woman's affections. When, after the poet and the woman begin their
affair, she accepts additional lovers, at first the poet is outraged. However, as he did
with the youth, the poet ultimately blames himself for the Dark Lady's abandoning him.
The sonnets end with the poet admitting that he is a slave to his passion for the woman
and can do nothing to curb his lust. Shakespeare turns the traditional idea of a romantic
sonnet on its head in this series, however, as his Dark Lady is not an alluring beauty
and does not exhibit the perfection that lovers typically ascribe to their beloved.

Sonnet 60 is

one of 154 sonnets written by the English playwright and
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poet William Shakespeare. It's a member of the Fair Youth sequence, in which the poet
expresses his love towards a young beloved. Sonnet 60 is an English or
Shakespearean sonnet. The Shakespearean sonnet contains three quatrains followed by
a final rhyming couplet. It follows the form's typical rhyme, abab cdcd efef gg and is
written a type of poetic metre called iambic pentameter based on five pairs of metrically
weak/strong syllabic positions. The thirteenth line exemplifies a regular iambic
pentameter:
Sonnet 60 focuses upon the theme of the passing of time. This is one of the major
themes of Shakespeare's sonnets, it can be seen in Sonnet 1 as well. Like sonnets 1-126,
Sonnet 60 is addressed to "a fair youth" whose identity is debated. In the last two lines
(the couplet) the speaker says that his verse will live on and therefore make the beauty
of the beloved immortal.
The sonnet compares minutes to waves on a pebbled shore regularly replacing
each other. Time is also depicted as a gift giver and also as a gift destroyer.
Summary
This sonnet attempts to explain the nature of time as it passes, and as it acts on
human life. In the first quatrain, the speaker says that the minutes replace one another
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like waves on the ―pebbled shore,‖ each taking the place of that which came before it in
a regular sequence. In the second quatrain, he tells the story of a human life in time by
comparing it to the sun: at birth (―Nativity‖), it rises over the ocean (―the main of
light‖), then crawls upward toward noon (the ―crown‖ of ―maturity‖), then is suddenly
undone by ―crooked eclipses‖, which fight against and confound the sun’s glory. In the
third quatrain, time is depicted as a ravaging monster, which halts youthful flourish,
digs wrinkles in the brow of beauty, gobbles up nature’s beauties, and mows down
with his scythe everything that stands. In the couplet, the speaker opposes his verse to
the ravages of time: he says that his verse will stand in times to come, and will continue
to praise the ―worth‖ of the beloved despite the ―cruel hand‖ of time.
Sonnet 60 is acknowledged as one of Shakespeare's greatest because it deals with
the universal concerns of time and its passing. In the sonnet, time is symbolized by
concrete images. For example, the opening two lines present a simile in which time is
represented by "waves" and "minutes": "Like as the waves make towards the pebbled
shore, / So do our minutes hasten to their end"; here, death is "the pebbled shore" —
another concrete image.
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In the second quatrain, the poet laments time's unfairness. A child — "Nativity"
— is born and, over time, matures to adulthood, and yet the adult now dreads the
maturation process as he grows increasingly older and thus reaches the point of death,
or the end of time. Time, which gives life, now takes it away: "And Time that gave doth
now his gift confound."
The antithesis in lines 9 through 12 is between the aging poet and the youth's
good looks. The poet warns, "Time doth transfix the flourish set on youth / And delves
the parallels in beauty's brow." In other words, the young man currently is beautiful,
but "parallels" — wrinkles — will eventually appear, as they have on the poet. However
much the young man and the poet would like beauty to reside forever on the youth's
face, "nothing stands but for his [time's] scythe to mow."
Nonetheless, the poet promises to immortalize the youth's good looks before
time's wrinkles appear on his face: "And yet to times in hope my verse shall stand, /
Praising thy worth, despite his cruel hand." Unlike the poet's promise in Sonnet 19, this
assurance does not include giving the young man eternal beauty. Even more, the
"scythe" in line 12 recalls Sonnet 12's concluding couplet: "And nothing 'gainst Time's
scythe can make defense / Save breed, to brave him when he takes thee hence." Clearly
the poet is no longer concerned that the young man have a child to ensure the
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immortality of his beauty. Now, the poet's own sonnets are the only security the youth
needs to gain eternal worth.

A Hymn to God the Father - JOHN DONNE
John Donne (24 January and 19 June 1572[1] – 31 March 1631) was an English
poet, satirist, lawyer and a cleric in the Church of England. He is considered the preeminent representative of the metaphysical poets. His works are noted for their strong,
sensual
style
and
include sonnets,
love
poetry,
religious
poems, Latin translations, epigrams, elegies, songs, satires and sermons. His poetry is
noted for its vibrancy of language and inventiveness of metaphor, especially compared
to that of his contemporaries.
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Donne's style is characterized by abrupt openings and various paradoxes, ironies
and dislocations. These features, along with his frequent dramatic or everyday speech
rhythms, his tense syntax and his tough eloquence, were both a reaction against the
smoothness of conventional Elizabethan poetry and an adaptation into English of
European baroque and mannerist techniques. His early career was marked by poetry
that bore immense knowledge of British society and he met that knowledge with sharp
criticism. Another important theme in Donne’s poetry is the idea of true religion,
something that he spent much time considering and theorizing about. He wrote secular
poems as well as erotic and love poems. He is particularly famous for his mastery of
metaphysical conceits.

TEXT
Wilt thou forgive that sin where I begun,
Which was my sin, though it were done before?
Wilt thou forgive that sin, through which I run,
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And do run still, though still I do deplore?
When thou hast done, thou hast not done,
For I have more.

Wilt thou forgive that sin which I have won
Others to sin, and made my sin their door?
Wilt thou forgive that sin which I did shun
A year or two, but wallow'd in, a score?
When thou hast done, thou hast not done,
For I have more.
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I have a sin of fear, that when I have spun

My last thread, I shall perish on the shore;
But swear by thyself, that at my death thy Son
Shall shine as he shines now, and heretofore;
And, having done that, thou hast done;
I fear no more.

SUMMARY
The poem begins with a simple question for God: will He forgive the sin that all
humans are born into? The speaker acknowledges that this sin isn't his (the speaker's)
fault, and that it happened before he was even born. Then, without waiting for an
answer, he asks God another question, this time if He will forgive the sins that the
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speaker continues to practice. The speaker ends the first stanza by telling God that
when God has finished forgiving him for these sins, He isn't quite done yet… there are
plenty more sins a-comin'.
In the second stanza, the speaker echoes his earlier questions, but this time he's
concerned with the sins he's caused others to participate in, not to mention the sins
which he was able to briefly avoid for a while before giving in and enjoying. He again
reminds God that this isn't the end of sins that need forgiving. They are starting to pile
up, in fact.

The final stanza focuses on the speaker's fear of dying before being forgiven for
all these sins. He doesn't want to get stuck in Limbo—the place between heaven and
hell—and he considers this fear to be another one of his sins: the sin of doubt. Unlike
the first two stanzas, though, the final stanza contains a sort-of answer to the speaker's
worries. The speaker decides that, as long as God swears that Jesus will still stand as a
buffer between man's sins and God, he'll stop being afraid. Sounds like a deal to us.

A SONG FOR ST. CECILIA'S DAY, - JOHN DRYDEN
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John Dryden (9 August 1631 – 1 May 1700) was an influential English poet,

literary critic, translator, and playwright who dominated the literary life of Restoration
England to such a point that the period came to be known in literary circles as the Age
of Dryden. Walter Scott called him "Glorious John."

He was made Poet Laureate in 1668. What Dryden achieved in his poetry was
not the emotional excitement we find in the Romantic poets of the early nineteenth
century, nor the intellectual complexities of the metaphysical poets. His subject-matter
was often factual, and he aimed at expressing his thoughts in the most precise and
concentrated way possible. Although he uses formal poetic structures such as heroic
stanzas and heroic couplets, he tried to achieve the rhythms of speech.
However, he knew that different subjects need different kinds of verse, and in his
preface to Religio Laici he wrote: ―...the expressions of a poem designed purely for
instruction ought to be plain and natural, yet majestic...The florid, elevated and
figurative way is for the passions; for (these) are begotten in the soul by showing the
objects out of their true proportion....A man is to be cheated into passion, but to be
reasoned into truth.‖
TEXT -Stanza 1
From harmony, from Heav'nly harmony
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This universal frame began.
When Nature underneath a heap
Of jarring atoms lay,
And could not heave her head,
The tuneful voice was heard from high,
Arise ye more than dead.
Then cold, and hot, and moist, and dry,
In order to their stations leap,
And music's pow'r obey.
From harmony, from Heav'nly harmony
This universal frame began:
From harmony to harmony
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Through all the compass of the notes it ran,
The diapason closing full in man.

Stanza 2
What passion cannot music raise and quell!
When Jubal struck the corded shell,
His list'ning brethren stood around
And wond'ring, on their faces fell
To worship that celestial sound:
Less than a god they thought there could not dwell
Within the hollow of that shell
That spoke so sweetly and so well.
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What passion cannot music raise and quell!

Stanza 3
The trumpet's loud clangor
Excites us to arms
With shrill notes of anger
And mortal alarms.
The double double double beat
Of the thund'ring drum
Cries, hark the foes come;
Charge, charge, 'tis too late to retreat.
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Stanza 4

The soft complaining flute
In dying notes discovers
The woes of hopeless lovers,
Whose dirge is whisper'd by the warbling lute.

Stanza 5
Sharp violins proclaim
Their jealous pangs, and desperation,
Fury, frantic indignation,
Depth of pains and height of passion,
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For the fair, disdainful dame.

Stanza 6
But oh! what art can teach
What human voice can reach
The sacred organ's praise?
Notes inspiring holy love,
Notes that wing their Heav'nly ways
To mend the choirs above.

Stanza 7
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Orpheus could lead the savage race;
And trees unrooted left their place;
Sequacious of the lyre:

But bright Cecilia rais'd the wonder high'r;
When to her organ, vocal breath was giv'n,
An angel heard, and straight appear'd
Mistaking earth for Heav'n.

GRAND CHORUS
As from the pow'r of sacred lays
The spheres began to move,
And sung the great Creator's praise
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To all the bless'd above;
So when the last and dreadful hour
This crumbling pageant shall devour,
The trumpet shall be heard on high,
The dead shall live, the living die,
And music shall untune the sky.

“A Song for St. Cecilia's Day”, composed in 1687, is the first of two great odes
written by poet laureate John Dryden and set to music for the annual St. Cecilia's Day
celebration held every November 22 from 1683 to 1703 and sponsored by the London
Musical Society. St. Cecilia, an early Christian martyr and patron saint of music, was
honoured at these public celebrations with concerts and religious ceremonies featuring
every year an original commemorative ode commissioned by the Society. Italian
composer G. B. Draghi wrote the first musical arrangement for ―A Song for St. Cecilia's
Day‖ in 1687. In the 1730s, G. F. Handel created superlative new musical scores for both
of the St. Cecilia odes of Dryden.
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A Song for St. Cecilia’s Day” celebrates the power of music by drawing upon
classical myths and Christian and Jewish sources and legends. The dominant theme is
directly expressed in the line ―What passion cannot Music raise and quell!‖ Its
development associates specific passions with specific instruments. This theme is
developed, however, within the larger context of the hexameral tradition which
associates music with the creation and of the Christian eschatological tradition which
associates the trumpet with Judgment Day and the crumbling of creation. The power of
music to raise passions is developed in the middle five stanzas about how music from
individual instruments raises emotions; only in the eschatological Grand Chorus does
Dryden explore how music quells emotions.
The mythic figures mentioned in the poem contribute to the idea of music
developing from humble origins after the fall of man. The sublime music of creation of
the first stanza that regulates the spheres remains unheard by men after the Fall in the
Garden of Eden. Instead, Jubal creates the first musical sounds by blowing upon a sea
shell and, as Dryden’s description indicates, fills his hearers with wonder. Orpheus,
from Greek mythology, confirms the power of music by his appeal to the plant and
animal kingdoms. Thereafter, music increases its power over human emotions, as more
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complex instruments are fashioned. Dryden’s descriptions of drums and trumpets
exciting...

Summary
The origin of music has always remained a mystery though it has always
attracted man towards itself since the time immemorial. So myths and legends were
born to justify the origination of music. Saint Cecilia was such a legendary figure of the
second century, who was said to have established music as a divine art on earth.
Though her connection with music is quite uncertain, there are legends of her attracting
an angel down to earth by singing and she even came to be spoken of the inventor of
the organ. Dryden wrote Song for Saint Cecilia’s Day for the performance with
orchestra to celebrate the festival of Saint Cecilia’s Day in 1687.
It is an interesting fact that the greatest English composer of the day Henry
Purcel composed the music for the song. Saint Cecilia was a Christian figure, but while
dealing with the theme, Dryden has drawn upon the pagan philosophical doctrine of
Pythagoras to explain the power of music. The concluding chorus is, however, Christian
in spirit referring to the Apocalypse of the Bible.
The poem begins with the description of the process of the creation of the
universe: From Harmony, from heavenly Harmony This universal frame began: When
nature underneath a heap Of jarring atoms lay And could not heave her head, The
tuneful voice was heard from high, Arise, ye more than dead!
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This is a Pythagorean doctrine. Pythagoras saw the universe as the manifestation
of the heavenly harmony which he believed had held contrary things together. This was
not merely a conjecture for him: the essential element for him in harmony was numbers
and so harmony was founded upon numerical proportions as it is also today. But while
drawing upon the Pythagorean theory Dryden has also used the biblical theory of
Creation in which man was the latest and the best product in the process of Genesis:
In the subsequent stanzas Dryden illustrates how human beings are overpowered by various kinds of music. First of all, he refers to Jubal who is the father of
music in ancient Jewish literature and who is thought to have invented the lyre made of
strings stretched across the shell of a tortoise. Here Jubal is introduced to show that
music can force man towards divinity and thus testifies to its divine association,
―Less than a god they thought there could not dwell Within the hollow of that shell
That spoke so sweetly and so well.‖
In the third stanza Dryden describes how wild music of trumpet incites the
passion of anger in human hearts, and how the wild beats of drum leads them to take
up arms against the enemies. In the fourth stanza Dryden shows that music even can
reflect the most refined feelings like those of the ―hopeless lovers‖. In the fifth stanza
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the power of the musical instrument violin is described. It is to be noted that Dryden
has carefully selected different rhythms in describing different instruments. Thus he has
conveyed their various kinds of impact.
―In the sixth stanza the divine qualities of the musical instrument like the organ have
been contrasted with those of the human voice:
Dryden refers to organ and its divine association in order to come to the central
figure of the poem, St Cecilia. But before that he refers to the mythical, musical figure of
ancient Greece, Orpheus who is attributed with so many miracles he had performed by
his power of music with the lyre. But according to Dryden, St Cecilia had performed
greater miracle by attracting an angel who mistook earth for heaven by listening to her
music.
In the grand Chorus he concludes by uttering a prophecy that as the universe
was created from the power generated out the musical harmony, so the universe will
cease to exist with the end of that harmony:
So when the last and dreadful hour This crumbling pageant shall devour, The trumpet shall be
heard on high, The dead shall live, the living die, And music shall un tune the sky.
This theory is wholly Biblical in spirit referring to the Apocalypse prophesied by
St John in the final chapter of the Bible. Dryden’s originally is that he has used it to
illustrate the power and position of music in the universe. We are reminded of few lines
the great Canadian pop-icon of the 20th century Leonard Cohen has sung to us in The
Great Event:
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It is going to happen very soon, The great event, Which will end the horror,
Which will end the sorrow. Next Tuesday, when the sun goes down, I will play the
Moonlight Sonata backwards. This will reverse the effect Of the world's mad plunge
into suffering For the last 200 million years.

QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS
1. Milton’s literary period falls into ___________
III sections
2. First period covers from __________ to __________
1608, 1638
3. Paradise Lost belongs to __________ period.
3rd
4. What are the oterh important works of 3rd period?
Paradise Regained, Samson Agonistes
5. Paradise Lost is one of the ________ world great epics. 6
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6. Paradise Lost is written according to _________
Classical Rules
7. The classical rules were formed by ___________
Aristotle
8. The Classical rules were practiced by ______
Homer & Virgil
9. What is the epic of Homer?
Illiad
10. What is the epic of Virgil?
Aeneid
11. Shakespeare’s sonnets are highly praised for ____________
Sweetness of language & Felieity of expression
12. Some of Shakespeare’s sonnets are addressed to _______
A Lady
13. The lady is generally known as _______
The dark lady of sonnets
14. Sonnets 1 to 116 have been addressed to _________
A Young Man
15. According to A.L.Rowse, Elizabethan historian the young man was ______
The Earl of Southampton
16. The first work of Donne is _________
Satires, 1593
17. John Donne was associated with ____________
Meta Physionl poetry
18. The word meta Physics refers to ________
Speculative Science
19. Mea-Physical poetry deals with ______
Nature, creation of man, relation of man to the universe
20. What is the Meta-Physical conceit?
Heterogeneous elements yoked together
21. Who apply the term Meta-Physical to Donne?
Johnson & Dryden
22. Hymn to God the Father was written by Donne during his ________
Illness, Winter of 1623
23. What is the pilgrim given by Donne on his marrage?
John Donne, Ann Donne-Undone
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24. St. Cecilia was ___________
Patron Saint of Music
25. Who attracts an Angel to earth by singing?
St. Cecilia
26. Who is the inventor of organ?
St. Cecilia
27. Who is joban?
The Father of Music in Jewish Literature
28. The poem ends with ________
A Grand Chorus
29. Orpheus was given a lyre by ________
Apollo
30. What is the theme of the poem?
Praise of St.Cecilia
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